RESEARCHES   OF  SIR   W.   CROOKES

Elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1863, ^e
received from this body in 1875 a Royal Gold Medal
for his various chemical and physical researches, the
Davy Medal in 1888, and the Sir Joseph Copley Medal
in 1904. He was knighted by Queen Victoria in
1897, and was awarded the Order of Merit in 1910.
He occupied the position of President at different
times of the Royal Society, the Chemical Society, the
Institution of Electrical Engineers, the British Asso-
ciation, and the Society for Psychical Research. His
discovery of the new chemical element which he
named " Thallium," his inventions of the radiometer,
the spinthariscope, and the " Crookes' tube," only
represent a slight part of his great research. He
founded in 1859 *he Chemical News, which he
edited, and in 1864 he became editor of the
Quarterly Journal of Science. In 1880 the French
Academy of Sciences awarded him a gold medal
and a prize of 3,000 francs in recognition of his
important work.

Crookes confesses that he began his investigations
into psychical phenomena believing that the whole
matter might prove to be a trick. His scientific
brethren held the same view, and were delighted at the
course he had adopted. Profound satisfaction was
expressed because the subject was to be investigated
by a man so thoroughly qualified. They had little
doubt that what were considered to be the sham pre-
tensions of Spiritualism would now be exposed. One
writer said, " If men like Mr. Crookes grapple with
the subject * . . we shall soon know how much to
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